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DRAFT Open Government Standards/Principles

(You can participate by sending us your commentsieithese standards to
contact@opengovstandards.org)

TRANSPARENCY

That information about the activities of public bodiesis created and is available to the public,
with limited exceptions, in atimely manner and in open data formats without limits on reuse.
Thisincludes the disclosure of information in response to requests from the public and
proactively at theinitiative of public bodies. In addition that key information about the private
bodiesis available either directly or via public bodies.

Right to Know: That governments recognise the fundamental ogtite public to access
information, with limited exceptions, and that thegke information available in response to
requests and proactively.

All information, all public bodies: That the right of access to information applesit
information held by national and supranational bedincluding all bodies performing public
functions and operating with public funds (thislittes the legislative and judicial branches and
privatised companies performing public functionsvadl as private bodies holding information
that relates to or is necessary for protectionush&in rights).

Access is the Rule — Secrecy is the Exceptidnformation can be withheld only if its disclosur
would cause demonstrable harm to legitimate inter@s permitted by international law and only
after consideration of the public interest in discire. These protected interests must be clearly
and specifically defined in national law and mustpplied on a case-by-case basis. The same
exceptions hold for information disclosed in resg®to access to information requests and that
disclosed proactively, including under open datiecias.

Free of charge and free for reuseThat information is made public without chardee(t

prevailing international standard is that inforroatrequests are free of charge and the only
charges that may be levied are copying costs asid essociated with information delivery) and
without limits on reuse, including no limits on ssmuimposed by licences or other restrictions; the
right to reuse public information is consistenthwéiccess to information being part of the
fundamental right to freedom of expression.



Open Formats Information stored electronically should be defizd to those who request it
electronically and in an open format. Informatmirblished proactively should always be made
available in open formats.

Compilation of information : That public bodies and private bodies falling @nthe scope of
the right of access to information should compil@imation which is necessary for public
participation and accountability. They should eedhiat this information is compiled in a timely
fashion, regularly updated, and that it is cleamprehensive, and comprehensible.

Independent enforcement That the right of access to information is oversby an independent
body which reviews compliance, may undertake eiciofinvestigations, receives and rules on
complaints from the public, is empowered to orggprapriate action to ensure compliance,
imposing sanctions where appropriate.

PARTICIPATION

That members of the public can engage directly in the consideration of policy optionsand in
government decision making, and contribute ideas and evidence that lead to policies, laws, and
decisions which best serve the society and broad democratic interests. That governments
actively seek to mobilize citizens to engage in public debate, and that mechanisms exist which
permit the public to participate at their own initiative.

Openness That there exist opportunities to participatel@tision making which are widely
promoted, including via the internet, mailing ligsiblic announcements and the media,
encouraging everyone and particularly key stakedrsltb engage.

Timeliness That participative processes are structured $0 aessure sufficient time to allow
interested stakeholders to learn about the cornigultdo review the materials, and to prepare
guality and considered input.

Clear and comprehensive information That the background materials available to public
officials involved in a decision-making processriade available; that key data and analysis
should be presented in a form which is accessitilecamprehensible to the public.

Active collaboration: That public bodies are proactive in their intéi@ets with the public,
establishing multiple channels to gather informaiiimr example, online consultations, public
hearings, focus groups), hence ensuring that leNaeat stakeholders has the opportunity to
engage, and that the debate around an issue che @vml mature over time.

Clear engagement proceduresThat the rules on how to engage in the consatisdre made
clear, along with the timeframes and how commembsisl be submitted to the public authority
as well as the locations and dates of any pubkeihgs and how to attend.

Empowerment: Thatparticipatory processes aim at placing final decisiin the hands of the
public. Any comments received must be carefullyeeed and the perspectives incorporated



into the documentation on the final decision. Aailet! justification must be provided as to why
and how the public’s opinions have been takenactmunt.

Transparency and Accountability: Reports on the feedback received, on who partetpaith
written submissions or in public hearings, alonghviihe main comments submitted, and the
written reasoning explaining how the comments rextkivere taken into consideration should all
be made available in a place which is easy forraagnber of the public to find.

ACCOUNTABILITY

That there arerules, regulations and mechanismsin place that govern the behaviour of e ected
and public officialsin their exercise of public power and the spending of public funds. These
norms should include requirements that decisions are fully reasoned and justified with full
information made available to the public. That thereis protection for whistleblowers and
mechanisms which react to disclosures of wrongdoing.

Clear standards of behaviour That there exist norms and standards of behaunopublic life,
which are enforced by institutions which guararitest public bodies and elected officials give
account for their actions, providing reasoned andence-based justifications for policy and
program decisions, they public officials and easitassume responsibility for the consequences
of their decisions, and that sufficient informatisrprovided to ensure ongoing public scrutiny of
the actions of public bodies.

Independent enforcement bodiesThat there exist independent bodies which ovetsee
exercise of public power; these can range from Qisitman institutions to supervision of public
services and public spending (audit offices) torsight by the legislative and judicial branches.

Lobby controls: That lobbying is subject to regulatory contrats@mpanied by sufficient
transparency to ensure that the public has ovdrsighe influence of private or group interests
in public decision making.

Limiting conflicts of interest: That potential conflicts of interest in decisimaking are avoided
through a clear regulatory and practice framewadnictv ensures that public officials are not
engaged in decisions where their judgment mighaffexted by their private interests. The
mechanisms to ensure this should include collecmdymaking public the interest and asset
declarations of public officials. A global minimustandard for the level of detail to be contained
in these declarations should be developed.

Reducing Corruption opportunities: That corruption opportunities are significantiduced
through a comprehensive regulatory and oversigiméwork as recommended by the United
Nations Convention against Corruption and regi@mal issue-specific anti-corruption
conventions. Specifically in the OGP context timibimation about the functioning of these
mechanisms is fully transparent.



Whistleblower protection: That there is protection for whistleblowers whaka public
information which reveals corruption, wrongdoingsmanagement or waste within government,
and that there are mechanisms by which these tevedawill be acted upon.

This document has been produced by Access Info Europe based on a review of comments
received in the first phase of the process to develop a set of Open Government Sandards. It is
open for comment and suggestion. We are still processing the detailed information we have
received which will elaborate on each section of the standards. During the course of the

consultation process these principles will be refined and further detailed. All input iswarmly
wel comed.

Please send us your comments about these standamstact@opengovstandards.org



