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2021 99 Israel Mohammed Bakri

Announcement

The Palestine Film Institute started a petition to protest a District Court decision to ban the screening of the
2002 documentary film Jenin, Jenin in a defamation case of an army officer against its director Mohammed
Bakri.

Please sign the petition [in English and Arabic] here.

Please find below:
** A NCH summary of the case.
** The text of the petition in English and in Arabic.
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NCH CASE SUMMARY

On 18 January 2021, the Lod District Court in Israel banned the screening and distribution of the 2002
documentary Jenin, Jenin directed by Mohammed Bakri (1953-), a Palestinian citizen of Israel, in a
defamation case filed in 2017 by Nissim Magnagi, an Israeli army officer who appeared in the film. The
court also found that some of the representations in the film were untrue. In addition to prohibiting all
screenings of the film in Israel, the court issued an order to confiscate 24 copies of the film and ordered
Bakri to pay NIS (shekels) 175,000 ($55,000) in damages as well as NIS 50,000 ($15,500) in legal expenses.
The film showed a set of interviews with Palestinians who lived in the Jenin refugee camp, north of the
occupied West Bank, at the height of the Second Intifada in April 2002 when it was invaded by the Israeli
military for eleven days. The 54-minute film depicted without commentary the events which led to a
massacre through stories of survivors.


https://www.change.org/p/israeli-state-lift-the-ban-on-jenin-jenin-by-mohammed-bakri?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_26929022_en-US%3A7&recruited_by_id=b9d7c250-5a5f-11eb-a614-111f822e7124&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial

In 2002, Human Rights Watch reported that at least 52 Palestinians, including women, children and
elderly, and 23 Israeli soldiers were killed in the assault, accusing Israel of war crimes. The film had already
been banned by the Israel Film Council shortly after its release in 2002 after a complaint by five Israeli
soldiers, but a Supreme Court ruling on 11 November 2003 had overturned that ban as an unlawful
infringement on Bakri’s freedom of expression. Bakri intended to appeal the 2021 District Court’s decision

and file a petition in the Israeli High Court.

Sources: “Israeli Court Bans Screening of ‘Jenin, Jenin” Documentary,” Court House News (12 January
2021); “Israel Bans Screening of ‘Jenin, Jenin’ after Soldier’s Lawsuit,” Aljazeera (12 January 2021);
Mustafa Abu Sneineh, “Filmmakers Denounce Israel Ban on Palestinian Documentary ‘Jenin, Jenin’,”
Middle East Eye (20 January 2021); “Lift the Ban on Mohammed Bakri’s ‘Jenin, Jenin’” [Petition] (no date
[January 2021]); Documentary “Jenin, Jenin” on Vimeo (53’55 minutes); Human Rights Watch, Israel, The
Occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, and the Palestinian Authority Territories: Jenin, IDF Military
Operations (New York: HRW, May 2002); Daphne Barak-Erez, “The Law of Historical Films: In the
Aftermath of Jenin, Jenin,” Southern California Interdisciplinary Law Journal (Spring 2007), 495-522;
Supreme Court of Israel sitting as High Court of Justice, Bakri and Others versus Israel Film Council.
Ministry of Science, Culture and Sport, Petition for an Order Nisi (11 November 2003).
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https://www.change.ora/p/israeli-state-lift-the-ban-on-jenin-jenin-by-mohammed-bakri

Lift the ban on Mohammed Bakri's “Jenin, Jenin”

Palestine Film Institute started this petition to any conscious soul at Israeli State

As members of the world’s cinema community, we denounce the Israeli Court’s decision to ban the
screening and distribution of the documentary film “Jenin, Jenin”, and express our solidarity with its maker,
our colleague, the prominent Palestinian director and actor Mohammed Bakri. In defense of the freedom of

expression, we ask you to join our call to lift this unconscionable ban.

It is with consternation and outrage that we learned about the Israeli Lod District Court decision to ban the
screening and distribution of the 2002 documentary film “Jenin, Jenin” by the renown Palestinian

filmmaker and actor Mohammed Bakri.

In its shocking decision the court alleged that some of the representations in the film — which describe

events in the Jenin Palestinian refugee camp over a two week period in April 2002 — are untrue. In addition


https://www.courthousenews.com/israeli-court-bans-screening-of-jenin-jenin-documentary/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/12/israeli-court-bans-screening-of-jenin-jenin-documentary-film
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/palestine-israel-bakri-ban-jenin-documentary
https://www.change.org/p/israeli-state-lift-the-ban-on-jenin-jenin-by-mohammed-bakri?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_26929022_en-US%3A7&recruited_by_id=b9d7c250-5a5f-11eb-a614-111f822e7124&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial
https://vimeo.com/499672067
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/israel3/
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/israel3/
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/israel3/
http://www.concernedhistorians.org/le/638.pdf
http://www.concernedhistorians.org/le/638.pdf
https://www.change.org/p/israeli-state-lift-the-ban-on-jenin-jenin-by-mohammed-bakri
https://www.change.org/o/palestine_film_institute

to prohibiting all screenings of the film in Israel, the court issued an order to confiscate 24 copies of the
film and ordered the film’s director to pay NIS 175,000 ($55,000) in damages to an Israeli army officer
who appears in the film, as well as NIS 50,000 ($15,500) in legal expenses.

Mohammed Bakri, who has been relentlessly harassed and persecuted by the Israeli government for the last
17 years, documents with no commentary or voice-over, the aftermath of the brutal destruction of the Jenin
refugee camp committed by the Israeli army in 2002. He dedicates the film to its producer lyad Samoudi

who was killed by the Israeli troops in the Jenin Governorate shortly after filming was completed.

We call upon the world community, and in particular our global cinema family, to join us in denouncing
this flagrant attempt at censorship. The Israeli authorities responsible, including the Minister of Culture,

must be held to account.

Subjectivity is an essential aspect of artistic and cinematic expression. We therefore call upon our
colleagues and comrades to join us in the denunciation of the allegations against Bakri and the attempts by
the Israeli authorities to imperil freedom of speech and artistic freedom of Palestinian filmmakers and

artists.

Finally, we demand the full revocation of the Israeli court’s unacceptable decision which threatens the

fundamental rights of filmmakers and artists to freely express their point of view.

Join Ken Loach, Aki Kaurismaki, Mike Leigh, Alia Shawkat, Liam Cunningham, Venessa Redgrave, Hany
Aby Assad, Mai Masri, Michel Khleifi, AnneMarie Jacir, Eyal Sivan, Robyn Slovo, Asif Kapadia, Rasha
Salti, Raed Andoni, May Odeh, Ali Suliman, Orwa Nyrabia, Christoph Terhechte,Henrique Goldman, Paul
Laverty, Rebecca O'Brien, Ola Alsheikh, David Riker, Asia Kapadia, Brian Eno, Miriam Margolyes,
Sawsan Asfari and many others...Let your voice be heard by adding your name to our petition. Lift the ban

now!

You can watch and share the film from the Palestine Film Institute, or through the link here,
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https://www.palestinefilminstitute.org/en/pfp
https://vimeo.com/499672067?fbclid=IwAR0lmfj7SUs2-qz-mG493tJv0gqItXcluAg2S7tINVj-PNTlW-CbpHprCSM
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https://www.palestinefilminstitute.org/en/pfp
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https://www.palestinefilminstitute.org/en/pfp
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